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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions (and listings) of claims without 
prejudice in the application. 



1-18 (canceled) 

19. (previously presented) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of 
providing access to services comprising: 

providing a database including a request for proposal mechanism and a plurality of 
service provider data structures and a plurality of manufacturer data structures, wherein 
said request for proposal is a request for an economic transaction proposal, wherein each 
service provider data structure includes a description of sen/ice provided by a particular 
service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a description of 
offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

identifying a particular data structure based on a request for an economic transaction 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user may be 
a service provider or a manufacturer; and 

affording network-based project management services to the user based on the 
request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets in a network-based supply chain, including 
optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and providing 
maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer assets. 

20. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further Including the step of 
tracking a status of manufacturing processes performed by the identified service provider. 
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21. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to inquiry service engineers. 

22. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further Including the step of 
allowing the user to Inquiry service chemists. 

23. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, wherein the database is 
accessed utilizing the Internet. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (previously presented) A computer program embodied on a computer readable 
medium for providing supply chain/workflow services in a contract manufacturing 
framework comprising: 



a code segment for providing a database including a request for proposal mechanism 
and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of manufacturer data 
structures, wherein said request for proposal is a request for an economic transaction 
proposal, wherein each service provider data structure includes a description of service 
provided by a particular service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure 
includes a description of offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

a code segment for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user may be 
a service provider or a manufacturer; and 

a code segment for affording network-based project management services to the 
user based on the request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein affording 
project management services includes managing assets in a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and providing 
maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer assets. 

26-30. (canceled) 

31, (previously presented) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of 
providing access to services comprising: 
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logic for providing a database including a request for proposal mechanism and a 
plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of manufacturer data structures, 
wherein said request for proposal is a request for an economic transaction proposal, 
wherein each service provider data structure Includes a description of service provided by a 
particular service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure Includes a 
description of offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

logic for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from 
a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user may be a service 
provider or a manufacturer; and 

logic for affording network-based project management services to the user based on 
the request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets in a network- based supply chain, including 
optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and providing 
maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer assets. 

32-36- (canceled) 

37. (withdrawn) A method for providing o contract manufacturing fromework compri si ng; - 

(a) providing o database having information on o p l ura l ity of oorvicc prov i der ? 

(b) using pa i d database to motch o user to o aorvice prov i der se l ected from among 
sa i d p l urality of service prov i d e rs based on services prov i ded by the se l ected ■ ■ sc fvtee 
prov i der; 

(b) providing supp l y chain/workflow services for services provided by the service 

providoro; 

(c) al l owing tho uoor access to technica l serv i ces concerning services provided b y t he 

serv i ce prov i ders utilis i ng tho database? and 

(d) providing transaction services to the user ut i liz i ng 0 request for economic 

transaction proposa l mechanism and a nond i sclosure agreement mechanism located on the 
database. 
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38. (withdrawn) A method as rocitod In c l a i m 37, wherein the step of [notch i ng the user to a 



vo i vicc provider includes querying tho - 
I d e ntifying particular servic e provider 



the user tho I dentified service provider i nformat i o n 



d atabase using request data fro m — the user? 
i nformation based on tho request data, and s end ing 



c l a i m 37, wherein th e step of 



39. (withdrawn) A method a s recited in 

cha i n/workflow services includes ident i fying particular service provider informat i on booed on 



o request fe p- proposo l from the user uti li z i ng the request for proposa l mechan i sm, and 



affording project management services to 
the i dent i f i ed serv i ce provider I nformat i on. 



cla i m 37, where i n the stop of al l ow i ng the -tf s ef 



includes informat i on concerning process 



the user boned on tho request for proposa l and 



40. (withdrawn) A- method as recited i n 
access to technica l serv i ces inc l udes identifying particular service provider i nformation 



based on a request data from the user; wherein tho particu l ar service prov i der informatio n 

design services, and send i ng the user data 



concerning process des i gn serv i ces ut i lizing the identified service provider i nformation. 



41. (withdrawn) A- m e thod as recited i n claim 37, wherein the otop of prov i d i ng transact i on 



se rv i ces includes creating a request for on economic transaction proposa l ut i lizing th e 
request for economic transaction proposa l mechanism, receiving nondisclosure agreement 
deto from the user, ond cata l og i ng the nond i sc l osure agroomcnt data ut i lizing a 
nond i sclosure agreement mechan i sm. 

42. (withdrawn) A method as recited i n claim 37, wherein sa i d p l ura l ity of serv i ce 
prov i ders is a p l ural i ty of chemica l contract manufacturing serv i ce providers. 

43. (withdrawn) A computer readable medium hav i ng computer code wr i tten there i n 
c apable of causing a g e nera l purpose computer to -i mp l oment tho method of cla i m 37. 

44. (withdrawn) In a contract manufactur i ng framework, a method of providing access to 
se rvices compr i s i ng ■ 

(a) providing a database includ i ng a plura l ity of service provider data structur es-/ 

wherein oac ft- serv l ec provider data structure i nc l udes a descript i on of a particu l ar serv i ce 
prov i der; 
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(b) query i ng the databas e using request dato from □ uaor; 

(c) identifying a part i c u lar service provider data structures from among said plura lity 

of service p r ovider data structures based on the request data, where i n the particu l ar service 
prov i der data structur e inc l udcs -l nformation concern i ng process des i gn serv i ces^ 

5 cnding the user i nformation concerning process design services utiliz i ng t he 

identified serv i ce provider data structure. 

45. (withdrawn) A- method as recited in claim 11, wherein the i dentified serv i ce prov i der 



46. (withdrawn) A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the identified services p r ov i der , 
d oto structu re-i nc l udes informat i on concern i ng technical experts avai l able for consultation 

47. (withdrawn) A method as recited in c l aim 11, wherein the technical experts ava i la ble 
for consu l tat i on include eng i neering consu l tation services. 




dato structure includes information concerning opt i m i zation services. 
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